Tea Cup
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TEA

   A few years ago a modern language teacher asked me whether there were only 2 ways to pronounce the word "tea" in Chinese. He said that he found only 2 pronunciations, tea and chai, amongst the many languages that he had sampled. He speculated that all tea must have originated in China and there must have been only two ways of pronouncing the word tea ²è . 

  I told him that chai is probably from mandarin pronunciation, whereas tea (tee, dair etc.) is probably from Fujanese.Hsimon (Amoy) and Fujan (ÏÃÃÅ, ¸£ÖÝ) dialect. These are the coastal provinces where tea is exported. People in that area pronounce ²è as "dair " . We speculated a bit about whether countries that use the word chai got tea from China through a land route whereas those that pronounce it as tea got it from a sea route originated in Southern China. 

   A few weeks ago I came across a site that provides a list of simple words in many different languages for travellers.   I decided to check out a few to see if my colleague's theory was correct. Here are the results of my sampling. 

Asturian (Spain): te 

Russian: chai 

Hebrew: te 

Swedish: te 

Dutch: thee 

Ukranian: Chay 

Korean: Cha 

Vietnamese: (pronouced as chai) 

Bulgaria: chai 

Japanese: (red tea= Koucha) 

Malaysia: teh 

Icelandic: te 

Greek: Chai 

Arabic: Shai 

Hindi: Chaaya 

Turkish: Chay 

Czeh: C^aj (pronouced as cha) 

Finnish: tee 

No, I am not finish yet, here is one that seems to break the mode ! 

Polish: Herbata 

However, when you look at that carefully, you will find that it is "Herbal tea" (Herba +ta). Update: In 2004, my wife and I went to Greece and Turkey. To our surprise, we found that the national drink of Turkey is not "Turkish coffee", but Chay. You guessed it, "Chay is tea." 

Apparently, tea is very popular with the Arabic culture as well. 

Here is a typical cup of tea in a uniquely shaped tea cup found in Turkey and other Arabian countires. 
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